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Session Overview

ÂSentencing Framework

ÂPA Statutes and Case Law

ÂSentencing Guidelines

ÂComponents and Policies

ÂSentence Recommendations

ÂSGS Web
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Sentencing Framework

Â 18Pa.C.S. 1101- 1105

Â 42Pa.C.S. 9755(b) and 42 Pa.C.S. 9756(b)

 GRADE
LONGEST ALLOWABLE 

MINIMUM SENTENCE 

LONGEST  ALLOWABLE 

MAXIMUM SENTENCE 

LONGEST ALLOWABLE 

FINES 

Murder 1 Life/Death Life/Death $50,000

Murder 2 Life Life $50,000

Murder 3 20 years 40 years $50,000

Inchoate Murder, with SBI 20 years 40 years $50,000 

Inchoate Murder, no SBI 10 years 20 years $50,000 

Rape, IDSI  - <13 years, with SBI Life Life $25,000 

Rape, IDSI - <13 years, no SBI 20 years 40 years $25,000 

Felony 1 10 years 20 years $25,000 

Felony 2 5 years 10 years $25,000 

Felony 3 3.5 years 7 years $15,000 

Misdemeanor 1 2.5 years 5 years $10,000 

Misdemeanor 2 1 year 2 years $5,000

Misdemeanor 3 6 months 1 year $2,500

Summary 90 days 90 days $300

May 15, 2007 PA Commission on Sentencing



4

Sentencing Framework

Sentencing Alternatives [42 Pa.C.S. 9721]

ÂGuilt without further penalty

Â Fine

ÂRestitution

ÂOrder of Probation

ÂCounty Intermediate Punishment

ÂPartial Confinement

Â Total Confinement

ÂState Intermediate Punishment
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Sentencing Framework

Pa. R. Crim. P. Rule 705

Â When imposing a sentence to imprisonment, 

judge shall state date sentence is to commence

Â The judge shall state whether sentences run 

concurrently or consecutively

Â If concurrently, the sentence shall commence 

from the date of imposition unless otherwise 

ordered by the judge
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Sentencing Framework

Â Place of Confinement/Release Decision 
[42 Pa.C.S. §9762 / 61 P.S. §331.17]

ÂMaximum of 5 years or greater:
ÂDOC/PBPP release

ÂMaximum of 2 years but less than 5 years:
ÂDOC or County/PBPP release

ÂMaximum of less than 2 years:
ÂCounty/Court release
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Sentencing Framework

ÂCredit for Time Served 

[42 Pa.C.S. 9760]

ÂTime spent in ñcustodyò

Â Includes time in custody prior to trial, during 

trial, pending sentence, and pending resolution 

of an appeal

ÂRelated to offense

ÂDeducted from min and max
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Sentencing Framework

ÂReporting [42 Pa.C.S. §9737]

ÂReport to court on status or disposition of charges

Â Inform the court if defendant is serving any term 

of imprisonment, probation or parole with 

reference to any such charges, or is entitled to 

credit

ÂMerger of Sentences [42 Pa.C.S. §9765]

ÂWhere crimes merge for sentencing purposes, the 

court may sentence only on the higher graded 

offense
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Sentencing Framework

ÂMandatory Minimums

ÂNo Notice Required

ÂDUI

ÂHomicide by vehicle while DUI

ÂProsecutorial Notice Required

ÂDrug Trafficking (based on quantity)

ÂDrug Free School Zone

ÂTwo/Three Strikes

ÂMore info at http://pcs.la.psu.edu

May 15, 2007 PA Commission on Sentencing



10

Sentencing Guidelines

Effective Dates

1st Edition 7/22/82; 6/23/83; 1/2/86

2nd Edition 6/5/86  

Com. v. Sessoms (532 A.2d 775) 10/7/87

3rd Edition and 3rd Ed. Revised

4/25/88; 8/9/9112/20/91

4th Edition 8/12/94

5th Edition 6/13/97   

6th Edition 6/3/05
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Sentencing Guidelines

ÂProvide a benchmark for judges

ÂProvide proportionate sanctions

ÂProvide a system with primary focus on 

retribution, may also provide:

Ârehabilitation

Âdeterrence

Âincapacitation

Ârestoration

May 15, 2007 PA Commission on Sentencing



12

Sentencing Guidelines

ÂGuidelines must be considered for each 

felony and misdemeanor conviction

ÂEnhancements may apply

ÂMandatory minimum sentences supercede 

Guidelines
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ÂBasic Sentencing Recommendation

ÂMinimum sentence recommendations (range 

of months) intended to apply to typical case

ÂBased on combination of:

ÂOffense Gravity Score (OGS)

ÂPrior Record Score (PRS)

ÂThree recommendations in each matrix:

ÂStandard Range

ÂAggravated Range 

ÂMitigated Range

Sentencing Guidelines
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Sentencing Guidelines

ÂGuideline Departures

ÂAbove or Below guideline recommendations 

ÂCourt shall include reason for departure on the 
guideline form

ÂAppellate Review

ÂRight to appeal legality of sentence 

ÂVacate sentence if:
ÂSentence is unreasonable

Â Incorrect application of guidelines
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Sentencing Guidelines - OGS

ÂPrimary determinant of sentence 

recommendation

ÂMeasures seriousness of current offense of 

conviction, not offense charged

ÂRanked in order of seriousness from     1 

(least serious) to 14 (most serious)

ÂSpecial rules for ethnic intimidation and 

inchoate offenses 
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Sentencing Guidelines - OGS

ÂSubcategorization - OGS may be 

subcategorized to reflect types/quantities of 

controlled substances or multiple statutory 

grades and/or particular circumstances

ÂOmnibus -OGSôs are provide for those 

instances when a specific OGS has not been 

assigned to an offense
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Sentencing Guidelines - PRS

ÂMeasures the number and severity of prior 

convictions, includes some juvenile 

adjudications

Â Judicial Proceeding 

ÂPrevious Conviction  
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Sentencing Guidelines - PRS

Â Total points fall into 8 PRS categories

ÂPoints Based (0 ï5)

ÂRepeat Felony Offender (RFEL)

ÂOnly consider F1 and F2 

ÂRepeat Violent Offender (REVOC)

ÂConsider completed ñCrimes of Violenceò

ÂOther 4 point offenses
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Sentencing Guidelines - PRS

Â Juvenile Adjudications Criteria 

ÂSpecial Rules

ÂFormer PA offenses

ÂOut-of-State, Federal, Foreign or Court 

Martial for Criminal offenses 

ÂMisgraded Convictions 

ÂExcluded Offenses 
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Sentence Recommendations

ÂSentencing Levels

Â Level 5 - State Sentence/State Facility

Â Level 4 - State Sentence/County Facility

Â Level 3 - County Sentence/County Facility

Â Level 2 - County Sentence/County Facility                     

or Non-confinement

Â Level 1 - Non-confinement
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Sentence Recommendations

ÂDeadly Weapon Enhancement

ÂOffender used or possessed a deadly weapon 

during the commission of the  current 

conviction offense

ÂYouth School Enhancement

ÂOffender distributed drugs to person under 18 

years or drug offense within 1000 feet of the 

real property of a school
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Sentence Recommendations

ÂState Motivational Boot Camp

Court Determination

ÂDefendant sentenced to state confinement

ÂMinimum sentence of 3 years or less

ÂWithin 2 years of minimum sentence

ÂNot convicted of ineligible offense

ÂEligible under Sentencing Guidelines
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Sentence Recommendations

ÂState Motivational Boot Camp

Defendant screening criteria

ÂUnder 35 years of age

ÂNo history of escapes or violence

ÂPsychologically well-balanced

ÂReasonable physical shape

ÂNo medical problems

ÂNo detainers

ÂApplies for admission
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SGS Web

Â JNET hosted application

ÂOverview

ÂLaunched January 2002

ÂAgency hosted application

ÂCalculate/Enter and submit all information 

required on the guideline sentence form  

ÂAllows for multiple authorized users to work 

on the same case

ÂProvides county access to sentencing info 
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Questions

ÂCarrie Peters

ÂCarrieP@psu.edu

Â (814) 863-5204

ÂHelene Placey

Âhjp3@psu.edu

Â (814) 590-6323

Â Linda Bell - SGS Web Help Desk

ÂLMB13@psu.edu

Â (814) 867-1243
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